WIRELESS NUMBER PORTABILITY AND POOLING

IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINE

REVISION 2

The wireless industry, through the Wireless Number Portability Operations team, a sub-committee of the NANC, has revised the Implementation Guideline for wireless number portability and pooling which was forwarded to the FCC last year.  This revised guideline reflects the work yet to be completed and the timeframes available to complete that work before the November 24, 2002 implementation date for wireless number portability and pooling.

This guideline is not meant to reflect the status of the wireless industry’s completion of the tasks listed, but rather is to be used by all wireless service providers as a guideline to indicate the approximate or estimated timeframes available for the various tasks to be completed.  Every effort has been made to recognize the fact that all wireless service providers will not be completing all tasks at the same time or in a linear fashion.  In some cases, work may progress on several tasks concurrently.

New Guideline/Timeline Narrative:

There are several notable differences between the first and second revisions:  two dates for delivery of network and systems products and upgrades; consolidation of internal development and testing, and overlapping of some activities.

Several items were identified as critical network elements: switches, HLR/VLRs, SOA/LTI, and LSMS.  Delivery of the elements themselves, or upgrades to these elements, are extremely critical to the successful testing and implementation of wireless porting and pooling.  In addition, installation of these new elements and upgrades to existing elements can be very time consuming and labor intensive.  For these reasons, they have been identified separately as Critical Network Elements on the current revision and have the earliest completion/due date.  Delivery of all other network and/or system related products and upgrades may be slightly later due to the less intensive work required to prepare them for testing and implementation. 

On the original timeline, development of functional specifications, system development, and internal testing were shown as separate events – each with their own completion date.  This revision more appropriately groups these three activities together under the heading:  Internal Development and Testing for Porting and Pooling.

Finally, we recognize that internal testing may continue through much of inter-carrier testing.  This is to show that even though internal testing must be complete for those items required for inter-carrier testing, there may be other non-critical items not needed for inter-carrier testing.  For these items, internal testing may occur during inter-carrier testing without negative impact.

