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NRUF Update
February 1, 2001 Submission Cycle

The following is a status report on the mandatory Number Resources Utilization/ Forecasting reporting as directed in the FCC Number Resources Optimization (NRO) Order.

As of February 16, 2001 NANPA had received over 3800 Form 502 submissions. 

· 2400 forms have been accepted without any errors. 

· Over 500 forms have been accepted that contained errors.  Examples of errors include no entry in the Parent Company Name or OCN fields, unrecognizable NPA codes, invalid rate center name and no recognizable forecast provided.  

· Approximately 250 submissions are rejected.  A number of carriers have used a flat file to submit their information.  The primary problem that has resulted in rejects is improper flat file formats.  NANPA has worked with carriers to identify the problem so those carriers can correct their submission.

As of February 14, 2001, NANPA has contacted all carriers whose submission was received on or before February 1, 2001 and identified any errors in their submissions.  NANPA is now contacting those carriers that submitted their NRUF data after February 1, 2001 deadline and their submissions contain errors.  

State Access to NRUF Data

The FCC’s Number Resource Optimization (NRO) Orders (NRO 1 and NRO 2) allow states access to carrier-specific, disaggregated utilization and forecast data.  Specifically, Paragraph 118 of NRO 2 states the following: 

“The NANPA shall provide mandatorily reported forecast and utilization data to any requesting state twice per year, consistent with its collection of such data twice per year.  Commencing with the second collection of mandatorily reported data, currently scheduled for February 1, 2001, a state may request a single report containing disaggregated data reported by carriers operating in its state beginning 30 days after each deadline for collection of the data, up to the next deadline for reporting.”

NANPA will make NRUF data available to states beginning March 5, 2001.  States should contact Beth Sprague (beth.sprague@neustar.com) when they want NANPA to send the NRUF data.  A state that has already provided a letter to NANPA indicating that it has appropriate confidentiality protections in place need only contact Ms. Sprague and let her know you wish to receive the data.  At that time, the state should also update any contact information.  States that have not provided such a letter need to do so prior to receiving NRUF data.  Please include appropriate contact information.
NRUF on File Distribution List

As a reminder, NANPA has created a new mailing list for NRUF related announcements (“nruf-info”).

To subscribe, send an email message to: nanp-info-request@lists.nanpa.com
Leave the subject line blank.  In the text of the message, type only the line: Subscribe nruf-info

If you have a signature line inserted automatically, delete it.

You will receive a written confirmation that your subscription has succeeded, along with instructions on how to unsubscribe and other majordomo features.

500/900 NRUF Reporting

The N00 Personal Communications Service Assignment Guidelines (i.e., 500 NPA) require NANPA to track and monitor the projected exhaust of the 500 NPA and determine when relief planning activities should be initiated within the industry.  In November 2000, NANPA informed the INC that the projected exhaust date for the 500 resource, based upon 2000 demand, was February 2002.  INC has since started discussions about a possible follow-on NPA code to relieve the 500 NPA.  

In September, recognizing the resource was nearing exhaust, NANPA undertook an audit of 500 NXX assignees.
  The audit found that a large number of assigned codes were associated with services that had been withdrawn.  Many of these codes have since been returned voluntarily.  In 2000, NANPA assigned over 170 new NXX codes, and 109 codes were returned or reclaimed.  As of 1/1/01, 522 codes have been assigned.  

The audit also found a large number of codes that had been activated in switches, but there was no evidence that the associated service was available or customers were using the numbers.  NANPA discussed these findings with the FCC as well as the overall status of the 500 NPA.  In these discussions, it was noted that NANPA does not receive any 500 utilization or forecast data from carriers, even though the Personal Communications Services N00 NXX Code Assignment Guidelines do permit forecast reporting.
  Based upon the current 500 NPA situation and the possible need to assign an additional resource for this purpose, an examination of the NRO Orders was undertaken to determine if the requirements in these Orders could be extended to the 500 resource.  That examination indicated that NRO 1 mandates carriers to report utilization and forecast data.  Specifically, Paragraph 40 of NRO 1 “mandate(s) that all carriers that receive numbering resources from the NANPA (i.e., code holders), or that receive numbering resources from a Pooling Administrator in thousands blocks (i.e., block holders), report forecast and utilization data to the NANPA.”  Although NANPA had interpreted this to mean geographic area codes, it was noted that the NRO Orders did not exclude the possibility of other numbering resources that NANPA administers.  

Based upon this review and the need to ensure the effective utilization of 500 resource, NANPA, under the direction of the FCC, will need to collect utilization and forecast data (i.e., NRUF) for the 500 NPA.  Further, although the 900 resource is not facing exhaust, it was determined that 900 NXX code holders should also report utilization and forecast data, similar to 500 NXX code holders.

To implement this process, several items must take place:

· NANPA needs to investigate how reporting 500 and 900 number utilization and forecasting data can be accomplished with the current OMB-approved Form 502.  More specifically, how will the data elements required in Form 502 be completed for the 500 and 900 resources (e.g., rate center information).

· A review of the PCS N00 and 900 Assignment Guidelines as well as other appropriate INC guidelines will be needed to identify and make the appropriate changes.

· The NRUF Job Aid will need to be updated to include specific instructions for 500 and 900 NPAs.

· Other issues may need to be documented and address as the industry implements this change. 

It is expected that 500 and 900 NRUF reporting will begin no later than the August 1, 2001 submission cycle.  Once initiated, carriers will be required to have an NRUF on file in order to receive 500 and 900 resources.

Standardize Reports

At the November 2000 meeting, NANPA reported that it was working with state commission representatives to identify their data requirements and how NANPA may be able fulfill those data requirements with minimal costs to the states and NANPA.  During the November NANC meeting, NANPA shared the type of data that had been identified to date to be included in a standard report(s), some of which was presently available on the web site but enhanced with additional information.  NANPA revisited this issue with the states in December 2000.  At the January 2001 NANC meeting, NANPA took an action item to report on the agreement between the states and NANPA for standard reports.  

NANPA met with the states via conference calls on February 15 and 16, 2001.  On these calls, NANPA reviewed the standard reports it was introducing.  The reports discussed on these calls are summarized below.  NANPA intends to make these reports available at the end of February 2000.  

As previously stated by NANPA, it considers these reports an evolving process.  As additional data elements are identified, NANPA will investigate the feasibility of adding these new data elements to these or other possible standardized reports.  As an integral part of this evolving process, NANPA will continue to work with the states in this effort.

Weekly Central Office Code Activity Report

Weekly updates of CO codes assigned and available by NPA are presently available in Text format on the NANPA web page (www.nanpa.com).  These reports will also be provided in Microsoft Excel and Access and include the following information:

NPA-NXX
Use
OCN
Company
Rate Center
Switch
Initial/

Growth
Assign.

Date
Effective

Date

There are two new data fields included in this report: Initial/Growth and Assignment.  The Initial/Growth field will be an “I” for initial and “G” for growth code.  The assignment date is the date of assignment by NANPA.  Both of these fields will be populated as of January 1, 2001.  

The following chart provides a description of each of the data elements included in the weekly report.

Field

Definition

State Abbreviation
Standard two character abbreviation.

NPA-NXX 
Area Code and Prefix.

OCN
Operating Company Number.

Company Name
Full Company Name; Company Names are enclosed with quotes if they contain special characters.

Rate Center
10 character abbreviation for the Rate Center in which the code is assigned.

Switch
11 character COMMON LANGUAGE® identifier of the switch. 

Use
VC 

These codes are not included in the “utilized” text files
VC indicates codes that are vacant; they are available for assignment to a service provider.


AS
AS indicates codes that are assigned to a service provider. If a code with AS has no information, except for an effective date, it has been assigned to a service provider, but the information has not yet appeared in the LERG, and is still considered proprietary.


PR
PR indicates codes that are protected for a split; that is, these codes are assigned in the old or the new NPA and can not be assigned in the other NPA until after the end of permissive dialing.


RV
RV indicates codes that have been reserved by a service provider. The identity of the service provider is considered proprietary information and will not be shown.


UA
UA indicates codes that are unavailable for assignment. These codes include, but are not limited to, test and special use codes (e.g., 958, 959, 555, time), N11 and other unique codes (e.g., 976, 950), and codes with special dialing arrangements (e.g., 7-digit dialing cross NPA boundary).

Initial or Growth (Initial/Growth)
Initial is the first geographic NXX code assigned in a rate center for a service provider. Growth is a code assigned to a switching entity or point of interconnection in a rate center subsequent to the assignment of the first code, for the same purpose as a code that was previously assigned. This field is populated only for those codes assigned beginning January 2001.

Assigned Date (AssignDate)
Date the code was assigned to the service provider by NANPA. This field is populated only for those codes assigned from January 2001 on.

Future Effective Date (EffectiveDate)
The future date when a new code will be in service (for new codes only). Once the effective date is reached, this date will no longer appear.

Below is a listing of the file formats (Text Files, Excel and Access): 

For the text (ASCII, tab delimited) files, for each region of the country there are two links, one containing utilized codes, and one containing available codes. The file contains either all of the available or all of the utilized central office codes in the region. 

CO Code (Prefix) Status – Text Files

Region
States
File Description
File Name

Central - North
IA, IL, IN, KY, MI, MN, OH, WI
Available codes
cnavail.zip



utilized codes
cnutlzd.zip

Central - South
AL, AR, LA, MO, MS, TN, TX 
Available codes
csavail.zip



utilized codes
csutlzd.zip

Eastern - Atlantic
PR, VI
Available codes
eaavail.zip



utilized codes
eautlzd.zip

Eastern –North
CT, MA, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT 
Available codes
enavail.zip



utilized codes
enutlzd.zip

Eastern - South
DC, DE, FL, GA, MD, NC, SC, VA, WV 
Available codes
esavail.zip



utilized codes
esutlzd.zip

Western -North
CO, ID, KS, MT, ND, NE, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY
Available codes
wnavail.zip



utilized codes
wnutlzd.zip

Western - Pacific
AK, GU, HI, NN 
Available codes
wpavail.zip



utilized codes
wputlzd.zip

Western - South
AZ, CA, NM, OK
Available codes
wsavail.zip



utilized codes
wsutlzd.zip

For the Excel files, there are three regions; the spreadsheet for each region contains a tab for each State in that region. The Excel spreadsheets contain all the codes, both available and utilized. 

CO Code (Prefix) Status – Excel Spreadsheet Files

Region
States
File Description
File Name

Central
AL, AR, IA, IL, IN, KY, LA, MI, MN, MO, MS, OH, TN, TX, WI 
All codes
CenCodes.zip

Eastern
CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, MA, MD, ME, NC, NH, NJ, NY, PA, PR, RI, SC, VA, VI, VT, WV 
All codes
EstCodes.zip

Western
AK, AZ, CO, CA, GU, HI, ID, KS, MT, ND, NE, NN, NM, NV, OK, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY 
All codes
WstCodes.zip

The Access database file contains all the States and NPAs. 

CO Code (Prefix) Status – Access Database File

Region
States
File Description
File Name

All
All
All codes
AllCodes.zip

Note that all these files represent information contained in the NANPA code assignment system, and do not include all of the information required for routing and billing.

Monthly Code Assignment Activity – 2001

This monthly report will provide the quantity of CO codes assigned by NANPA on a monthly basis, beginning with January 2001.  Also included with this report is the following information:

· ST – State

· NPA – Area code

· NPA Status – The status of the NPA (e.g., jeopardy, exhausted)

· Monthly Rationed Amount – If the NPA is in rationing, the monthly rationing amount is listed.

· Total Number on Priority List – If an NPA is in rationing and a priority list is used, the total number of code requests on the priority list is provided.

· Month – Each month of the year and the quantity of codes assigned in that month.

· Current Months Return – The total number of codes returned to NANPA and made available for assignment

· YTD Returns – The total number of codes returned up through the last reported month.

· Protected – The number of protected codes 

· Total Unavailable – The total number of codes unavailable for assignment.  These include codes assigned, reserved or otherwise unavailable for assignment.

· Total Available – The total number of codes available for assignment (i.e., vacant codes).

Monthly Code Assignment Activity – 2000

This one-time report will provide the quantity of CO codes assigned by NANPA on a month-by-month basis in 2000.  Also included with this report is the following information:

· ST – State

· NPA – Area code

· Month – Each month of the year and the quantity of codes assigned in that month.

· Total Unavailable – The total number of codes unavailable for assignment.  These include codes assigned, reserved or otherwise unavailable for assignment.

· Total Available – The total number of codes available for assignment (i.e., vacant codes).

Updating CO Code Contact Information

At the November 2000 NANC meeting, NANPA assumed an action item to develop a mechanism to allow carriers to update contact information associated with CO code applications.  Since the code activation process may take up to 6 months, many code applications forwarded to state commissions for possible reclamation contain contact information that is old and out of date.  Also, there may be a different contact for Part 4’s than for code assignments.  In some instances, the Part 1 Code Request form shows a contact, but this contact is a consultant that is unfamiliar with the situation.  This is frustrating state commissions in their efforts to follow-up with the appropriate person in a service provider and seek information about the status of the code in question.  

Presently, when a state commission contacts us about one of these instances, the Code Administrator for the area code in question is requested to provide another contact for the service provider.  This information is forwarded to the state commission.  In addition, the Reclamation group updates it service provider contact list.

To permit carriers to proactively update contact information for Part 1s and Part 4, NANPA will post the attached form to its web page.  This form will allow carriers to update contact information that can be provided to the states.  To avoid any potential confusion or possible reclamation of codes that have numbers in service, carriers are strongly encouraged to update this information.

CHANGING RECLAMATION CONTACTS

(DRAFT)

At any time, a carrier can change the name and/or contact information for the person(s) with whom NANPA and/or the State Public Service Commission may work with during the reclamation process.  To make such a change, complete the form below and either email or fax the form to the NANPA Reclamation Group (email: anthony.davi@neustar.com or fax:  925-363-8717).  Please feel free to provide at least two contacts, one of which may be a senior level manager in your organization.

Contact Name:  __________________________________________________________

Company:  ______________________________________________________________

OCN: __________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:  ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Phone:  _________________________________________________________________

Fax:  ___________________________________________________________________

NPAs for which this person is responsible:  ____________________________________

Documents for which this person is to be contacted (e.g., Part 4s, Part 1s):  ___________

Effective Date:  __________________________________________________________

Signature:  ______________________________________________________________

�  The Personal Communictions Services N00 NXX Code Assignment Guidelines, Sections 2.7, 6.8 and 8.1.1 address audits of 500 NXX code holders.


�  Sections 5.4.8 and 6.6
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