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-Future NPAC Releases
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    Next Meeting …  April 10 – 11, Kansas City, Kansas – Hosted by Sprint

· NPAC Release 3.1 Status:

NPAC Release 3.1 was successfully loaded into the Northeast production NPAC system on February 18th.  This release was developed in the short term to address the NPAC-SOA interface performance issues associated with NPAC Release 3.0.  Only the Northeast Region had been running on NPAC Release 3.0, with the remaining regions running on Release 2.0.  Service providers in the remaining regions are currently performing turn-up testing on Release 3.1.  

Since Release 3.1 was placed into production in the Northeast Region, there have been no occurrences of SOA notification backlogs at NPAC or reports from service providers of delays in receiving SOA notifications. 

Following is the current planned rollout schedule for Release 3.1.

2/18/02

Northeast Region
COMPLETE

3/18/02

Western Region

4/8/02

Southwest Region

4/22/02

West Coast Region

5/6/02

Mid-Atlantic Region

5/20/02

Southeast Region

6/10/02

Midwest Region

The LNPA is continuing discussions of possible longer term approaches to address performance issues impacting the porting process.  A number of potential NPAC Change Orders designed to improve NPAC, local system, and interface performance and availability are being reviewed for possible inclusion in the next NPAC software release. 
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· Future NPAC Releases:
At the March meeting, the LNPA continued the process of reviewing the business needs of all current accepted NPAC Change Orders.  This review process, once completed, will be followed by the prioritization of each Change Order, including those under consideration for performance and availability improvements.  This will ultimately lead to the development of the next NPAC software release package to be submitted.
· PIM Report

PIM 1 - Multi-Service Provider (Reseller) Flows

The Wireless Number Portability Operations (WNPO) team continues in the process of incorporating wireless reseller flows into the NANC LNP provisioning flows.  After this is completed, the LNPA will then incorporate the wireline reseller flows submitted by the NNPO into the NANC LNP provisioning flows.  The NNPO approach requires the underlying network service providers to coordinate porting activity when resellers are involved.  After a final proofing, the LNPA will then submit the revised flows to NANC as a recommended standard. 



This PIM is CLOSED.

PIM 5 - Inadvertent Porting

In a liaison to the LNPA on January 10, 2002, the NIIF agreed to modify their Guidelines for Reporting LNP Troubles per the LNPA’s request (NIIF Issue 190).  In its response to NIIF, the LNPA concurred with the proposed language to be added to the NIIF guidelines.  Statement of Work 19, which details NeuStar’s role in this process, remains under legal review.

PIM 6 - NENA request for standard on unlock/migrate transactions during porting

This issue is still being worked in NENA.  They are developing a recommended standard that would enable the new service provider to migrate the 911 database without it first being unlocked by the old service provider when numbers are ported.  The new standard is awaiting approval by the NENA Executive Board.

PIM 11 - A process for moving 1K blocks between switches within the same company and rate 

              center, using EDR functionality, is needed to satisfy the FCC’s requirement to manage TN inventory by     

              rate center rather than wire center.

This PIM was referred to INC (INC Issue 319).  Per INC’s request in its liaison to the LNPA on February, 4, 2002, the LNPA is developing NPAC Methods and Procedures for this process, which are expected to be finalized at the April LNPA meeting.
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PIM 13 - Premature Disconnect - Old Service Provider is removing switch translations on or near due date and             

  the number has not been ported to New Service Provider.

The LNPA approved a number of approaches for stopping the removal of switch translations until after the port has been activated and the customer is then served by the new service provider’s switch.  These approaches have been documented in the text of the NANC LNP provisioning flows and submitted to NANC.

PIM 14 - Disconnect of NXX Codes with Ported TNs

This PIM was referred to INC.  In a February, 4, 2002 liaison, the INC announced that they had resolved its Issue 295.  The INC created new Appendices in the CO Code (NXX) Assignment Guidelines (Appendix C) and the Thousands-Block (NXX-X) Pooling Administration Guidelines (Appendix 7) addressing this issue.  The LNPA is reviewing both documents and will finalize a response to INC at the April LNPA meeting.

PIM 15 - Returned NXX Codes containing Ported TNs - Edit in NPAC requires active ported TNs to be

              deleted before NXX code "ownership" can be changed.  This is a service-affecting process.  Pooling

 the thousands blocks in the code circumvents the immediate need to make the change at the NXX

 code level in NPAC.  This same problem exists with returned pooled blocks and is addressed in a

 proposed NPAC Change Order.

This PIM was also part of INC Issue 295.  See update for PIM 14.

PIM 16 - Portability flag being changed in the LERG.
This PIM addresses instances where the codeholder has removed, apparently in error, the portability indicator in the LERG on an NPA-NXX that was originally opened as a portable code.  The issue continues to be worked in the Common Interest Group on Rating and Routing (CIGRR Issue No. C083).  

PIM 17 - Separate SPIDs in NPAC for wireless and wireline arms of a company.
Differences in wireless and wireline porting, such as the length of porting intervals, require different service provider profiles in NPAC for the wireless and wireline arms of a company.  NPAC differentiates service provider profiles by Service Provider Identification (SPID) numbers.  The LNPA sent a request to the NAPM/LLC asking that they have NeuStar require such service providers to establish separate SPIDs in NPAC.  The LLC, at its January meeting, agreed to make it required that unique NPAC SPIDs be assigned to wireless and wireline NPAC users, even if operated by the same carrier.

PIM 18 - Wireless Reseller Flows

This PIM, submitted by the WNPO, documents the need to modify the NANC LNP provisioning flows to address porting activity involving wireless resellers.  The necessary flow modifications are currently being developed by the WNPO and will be submitted to the LNPA for review and approval.

==== End of Report  ====
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