Proposed NANP Exhaust Projection Assumptions

The following is a list of assumptions used in the development of the June 2000 NANP exhaust projection prepared by NANPA.

1. The NANP exhaust study uses as its basis the CO code demand calculated for each respective NPA.  The monthly CO code demand as calculated in the NPA exhaust analysis is straight-lined to determine demand outside the five-year time frame included in COCUS submissions.

2. The projection is based upon current NPA status as of 4/1/00.  It does not account for the impact of any number optimization measure (e.g., rate center consolidation, 1K block pooling) that may be planned and/or implemented after 4/1/00. 

3. The projection does not take into account the impact of the various measures included in the FCC NRO Order, released March 31, 2000.

4. For NPAs in rationing, a “non-rationed” demand was developed.  This demand is applied in the rationed NPA beginning 4/1/00.  Although the NPA may be in rationing for several months beyond 4/1/00, by applying the “non-rationed” demand on 4/1/00, any pent-up demand that typically occurs once an NPA comes out of rationing is accounted for in the projection.

5. Rationing will not be implemented in NPAs where, as of 4/1/00, no rationing is in place.

6. A new NPA code will be required when the number of assigned and unavailable CO codes reaches 800 NXXs.  

7. It is assumed that each new NPA will require the same number of unassignable codes as the current NPA has.  It appears that most of the unassignable codes in the existing NPA are duplicated in the new NPA.  There are also times when additional codes in the new NPA are marked unassignable. 

8. No assumptions were made with regard to the relief method implemented (i.e., NPA split vs. overlay).  However, it was assumed that the selected relief method did not require the duplication of NXX codes.

9. The CO code demand for an exhausting NPA will be continued after relief.  By doing so, the demand for both the existing and new NPA codes will be taken into account.

10. The total quantity of available NPA codes at the time of exhaust will be 705 NPAs.  This figure is derived by taking the total quantity of NPA codes listed as assignable (675)  in the 4/1/00 NPA inventory NANPA provided to the NANC and assuming that the following NPAs will become available:  NPAs reserved by INC 37X and 96X (20), Mexico roamer codes (8) and non-dialable toll point codes 886 and 889 (2). 

11. To account for the variability of demand, a sensitivity analysis will be performed to the CO code demand (i.e., demand will be increased and decreased by increments of 10%) to understand the impact on NANP exhaust.   In addition, variations of this sensitivity analysis may be developed to identify their impact on NANP exhaust (e.g., only increasing/decreasing demand for those years beyond the COCUS five-year window – 2005 and beyond).

Inventory of Reserved NPA Codes 

(5/12/00 email)

At the April NANC meeting, I took an action item to provide the NANC further information concerning the reservation of NPA codes to relieve existing geographic NPA codes.  Specifically, NANPA was to provide an explanation concerning the disparity between the number of area codes required over the next 20 years and the earlier projection of NANPA exhaust.  Also, NANPA was requested to provide a breakdown of reserved codes by NANP country (U.S., Canada, and Caribbean) by existing NPA.

The NPA Allocation Plan and Assignment Guidelines direct NANPA to reserve NPA codes in anticipation of assignment to relieve specific geographic NPA codes that are exhausting within the next 20 years as identified in the most recent Central Office Code Utilization Survey (COCUS).  Further, for those NPAs projected to exhaust multiple times within the 20 year period, multiple NPA codes should be reserved in anticipation of assignment for those codes.

Presently, there are 271 NPA codes reserved for relief of existing geographic NPA codes.  Of the 271, 41 NPAs are reserved for Canadian area codes; 21 for relief of the 21 existing geographic NPAs and 20 NPAs as a result of the March, 2000 CRTC letter.  The remaining 230 reserved NPA codes are for geographic NPAs in the US.  The Caribbean NPAs do not presently have any reserved NPAs.

Of the 230 reserved NPAs, 104 NPAs are reserved for relief of 52 existing NPAs (i.e., two relief NPAs codes per NPA). The remaining 126 reserved NPAs are reserved for 126 existing, different NPA codes (i.e. one relief NPA code per NPA).

During the NANC meeting, I described an example how a single NPA may have more than 2 NPAs reserved for geographic relief.  Due to the limited number of available general purpose NPA codes, in no situation are there more than 2 NPAs reserved for any single NPA.  The available supply of general purpose NPA codes does not permit us to reserve the required number of NPAs to meet the demand over the next 20 years for all existing geographic NPAs.

My example gave the appearance that a sufficient supply of NPAs was available to meet demand over the next 20 years.  With the information above, it is clear that is not the case.  Further, there is no specific tie-in with the April 1999 NANP exhaust study.  The April study simply applied a rate of growth in NPAs to determine when the supply of area codes would exhaust.  

I will be happy to address any questions concerning this matter at the May NANC meeting.  

STATE-SPECIFIC CO CODE ADMINISTRATION

PROCESSES AND PROCEDURES

Presented to the NANC

May 23-24, 2000

CALIFORNIA (DA
)

In a ruling from the Administrative Law Judge dated 5/11/00, NANPA has been directed to withhold issuance of NXX codes within California to four paging companies if they do  not produce the requisite utilization data for NXX codes held in the 310 area code within 20 days.  Under California state law (Public Utilities Code section 7940), all carriers are required to provide data on number utilization upon the CPUC's request.  These four companies did not provide utilization data for the 310 NPA which the CPUC ordered all carriers to provide by November 30,1999. 

In decision 00-05-025, dated May 4, 2000, the CPUC has suspended the second phase of a three way split (619/935) in which permissive dialing was scheduled to begin on June 10, 2000.
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