To:

Toll Free Industry Stakeholders and Other Interested Parties

FROM:
Betty Ann Kane - Chairman, North American Numbering Council (NANC) 

DATE:
January 7, 2011 

RE:

NANC Seeks Public Input on the “Toll Free Resources – Allocation, 


Assignment and Management” White Paper prepared by the NANC’s 


Future of Numbering (FoN) Working Group dated May 14, 2010

DUE DATE:
February 11, 2011
The North American Numbering Council’s (NANC) Future of Numbering (FoN) Working Group prepared a White Paper that was approved by NANC for circulation among Toll Free Industry Stakeholders and Other Interested Parties.  The purpose of the NANC in obtaining this input is to assist the NANC in determining what if any further steps by the FoN should be taken beyond the publishing and distribution of the attached White Paper.
The White Paper titled “Toll Free Resources – Allocation, Assignment and Management” dated May 14, 2010 identifies the nature of issues expressed by some FoN participants and examines some ideas and possible methods for introducing ownership rights into the Toll Free assignment paradigm.  The NANC reviewed the White Paper and has decided to circulate the document via its members and working groups, for further circulation to a variety of stakeholders, including regulators, Resp Orgs, telecom carriers, and business groups whose members would be considered Toll Free stakeholders.  
We encourage you to read through the White Paper and to circulate it to your members and staff and invite your input and comments by February 11, 2010.
Yours Truly,

The Honorable Betty Kane

Chairman

North American Numbering Council

Copy To:

NANC Membership

NANC Special Members (Non-voting)

NANC Working Groups

Attachments:

Background on the NANC and the FoN Working Group

Toll Free Resources – Allocation, Assignment and Management” May 14, 2010
Attachment 1
Background on the NANC and the FoN Working Group

On October 5, 1995, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) established the North American Numbering Council (NANC), to provide advice and recommendations to the FCC.  Since its inception, the Council has provided the Commission with important recommendations regarding critical numbering issues.  These recommendations have addressed, for example, wireline/wireless integration for local number portability, abbreviated dialing arrangements, the neutrality of toll free database administration, and the feasibility of local number portability for 500/900 numbers.  NANC members include representatives from local exchange carriers, interexchange carriers, wireless providers, manufacturers, state regulators, consumer groups, and telecommunications associations.  Public meetings are held four times a year in Washington DC.  The NANC Chair is The Honorable Betty Kane, who also serves as Chairman of the Public Service Commission of the District of Columbia.  

The NANC has appointed a number of Working Groups for the purpose of gathering information on various emerging telecommunications issues, and presenting that information and a recommendation for next steps to the entire NANC membership for their consideration.  One such working group (WG) called  the Future of Numbering working group (or FoN WG) has a mission to “explore changes to the numbering environment, including new and future technologies, the impact of market place and/or regulatory changes and innovations on telephone numbering.” The Scope of the FON WG is to “investigate new telephone numbering assignment approaches and future telephone number assignment requirements…identify trends and assess their impact upon numbering resources…analyze potential changes to numbering administration..” Further information about the purpose and organization of the NANC and its Working Groups and past accomplishments may be found at www.nanc-chair.org.   

Attachment 2
Attachment 2 is the White Paper attached to the original transmittal as a separate WORD file. The white paper is also available via download under the heading of “May 21, 2010 NANC Meeting” with the hyperlink listing named “White Paper on Toll Free Resources” on the page http://www.nanc-chair.org/docs/documents
