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Mr. Atkinson,

The NOWG was asked by NANC to consider the feasibility of “work-arounds” that would allow service providers (SPs) the ability to be assigned blocks by PAS even if the quantity of blocks requested exceeds the SP’s PAS forecast. This work-around was to focus on eliminating the need for the SP to provide the “on the spot” forecast currently required by PAS when the quantity of blocks requested exceeds the embedded PAS forecast. The present PAS response is: “Resource Request Denied: Requesting more blocks than forecasted for OCN (XXXX).”

The NOWG was unable to identify a work-around that would be implemented by SPs. However, the NOWG did identify a solution that may be easily implemented by NeuStar in the short term. 
The NOWG has identified a PAS forecasting work-around for consideration by NANC and NeuStar.
At the time of block application, PAS compares the SP’s requested quantity of blocks for the current month to the existing SP’s PAS forecast for that same month. PAS does this to determine if the quantity of blocks requested exceeds the embedded PAS forecast. The proposed work-around is for PAS to automatically update the SP's current month's forecast to reflect the exact number of blocks being requested.  There would be no need to change the PAS logic related to the pool replenishment process and SPs would not need to manually update PAS with an on the spot forecast.  NeuStar noted during the NANC meeting that changes to pool replenishment logic would involve significant PAS re-design and cost.

PAS should override and auto-update the SP’s embedded forecast for the current month based upon the actual number of blocks requested and should discontinue the present practice of informing the applicant “Resource Request Denied: Requesting more blocks than forecasted for OCN (XXXX).” PAS would continue to employ its existing logic for pool replenishment, which appears to be triggered by forecasts and not by block assignments.
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