Date: January 9, 2004

From:  INC Administrator

To: NANC Members via Debbie Blue (FCC)

Re: NANC action item

In fulfilling a NANC action item, the following text (to appear in two different INC documents and closing Issue 416) is being forward to the NANC for its information.

INC discussed and agreed that the Pooling Administrator (PA) should receive direction from the “Thousands Block Pooling Administration Guidelines” (TBPAG) as to when code assignments for Location Routing Number (LRN) purposes are warranted.  The “Location Routing Number Assignment Practices” [another INC document] are intended to provide direction only to Service Providers (SPs) to help guide them in selecting an LRN from an NXX assignment.  

Therefore, the following text was added to the “Location Routing Number Assignment Practices”: 

These practices are “helpful hints” intended to assist Service Providers as to why Location Routing Numbers (LRNs) are necessary and how to select their own LRNs.  

An LRN is a 10-digit number, in the format NPA-NXX-XXXX, that uniquely identifies a switch or point of interconnection (POI) per LATA. The NPA-NXX portion of the LRN is used to route calls to numbers that have been ported.

The following LRN assignment criteria should be considered when a service provider selects and assigns an LRN:
1. A unique LRN is required for each LNP capable switch/POI that serves subscriber lines or otherwise terminates traffic.  LRNs are to be used for routing and not for rating/billing calls.

2. A unique LRN may be assigned to every LNP equipped switch/POI (and potentially to each CLLI listed  in the LERG).  A service provider should select and assign one (1) LRN per LATA for its  switch/POI coverage area.  Any other LRN use would be for internal purposes.  Additional LRNs should not be used to identify US wireline rate centers.

Requesting an additional NXX to establish an LRN in certain instances may be justified but precautions need to be taken to ensure number resource optimization.  The following points should be considered prior to requesting a new NPA-NXX for the purpose of establishing an LRN:

1. The requesting service provider uses an existing code already homed to the tandem where the LRN is needed for the POI.

2. Once the NXX Code is assigned, the LERG-assignee must return any blocks not justified for retention in its inventory.

3. When there are multiple tandems owned by different SPs in a single LATA, the requesting SP may obtain a new NXX in order to establish an LRN for each subtending POI.

4. Regulatory waivers granted to ILECs to carry local calls across a LATA boundary may exist.  In such instances, SPs may be justified in establishing an additional LRN to properly route calls.

5. A unique LRN is required for each NPAC region within a single LATA when a single switch serves multiple NPAC regions.  

3. Remote switches that have a unique, assigned NPA-NXX may also have a unique LRN assigned to the remote switches. 

4. The LRN must be selected and assigned from a valid NPA/NXX that has been uniquely assigned to the service provider by the Central Office Code Administrator and published in the LERG. An LRN should be selected and assigned with the following considerations:

· Do not select and assign the LRN from an NPA/NXX that is planned to be re-homed to another switch.

· Do not select and assign the LRN from an NPA/NXX that has a majority of the NXX numbers assigned to a single customer.

· Do not assign the LRN from an NPA/NXX that is assigned to the local choke network.

· Do not assign the same telephone number as both an LRN for a switch and a working number for a customer.

· Do not assign any TLDN or ESRD/ESRK wireless administrative number as an LRN.

5. An LRN may have to be changed due to any of the following:

· switch replacements

· code moves or LERG reassignments

· NPA Splits  (As a result of an NPA-NXX split, a service provider may have to change their assigned LRN)

6. If a switch serves multiple NPA/NXXs, wherever possible, do not select and assign the LRN from an NPA that  has been identified for area code relief.   

7. The LRN will be published in the LERG. 

8. The LRN will be published in the Test Line and Test Number Directories as a separate LRN category for informational purposes only.  Service providers may choose to identify LRNs as a separate category in their TN inventories.

9. Shared service provider NPA-NXXs should not be used for LRN assignments.

10. For Number pooling, the LRN shall only be selected and used by the LERG assignee from its allocated 1000 block(s).

In addition, the following text was added to Section 8.2 of the TBPAG:

8.2 Application Process

An SP requiring an LRN
 will not be assigned an NXX for the sole purpose of establishing an LRN (either as an initial or growth NXX in a rate area) unless that service provider’s switch or subtending POI does not yet have an LRN for the LATA where the SP intends to provide service.  LRNs are to be used for routing and not for rating/billing calls.

For an initial LRN request, the PA must ensure that the applicant satisfies the license and/or certification and facilities readiness requirements.  For a growth LRN request, the PA must ensure that the applicant satisfies the MTE (Month to Exhaust) and utilization requirements..  However, if an SP meets the criteria for the allocation of a thousands-block for a particular switch/POI and already has an LRN associated with that switch/POI, the PA may assign an NXX to the SP if the SP documents one of the following situations in an e-mail to the PA prior to submitting its Part 1A:

· When there are multiple tandems owned by different SPs in a single LATA, the requesting SP may obtain a new NXX in order to establish an LRN for each subtending POI.

· Regulatory waivers granted to ILECs to carry local calls across a LATA boundary may exist.  In such instances, SPs may be justified in establishing an additional LRN to properly route calls.

· A unique LRN is required for each NPAC region within a single LATA when a single switch serves multiple NPAC regions.  
�  SPs are encouraged to read the INC “Location Routing Number Assignment Practices” (INC 98-0713-021).





