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Abstract:

This contribution proposes text changes to the Recommendation Section.

Contribution:

Recommendation

FoN recommends that NANP resources be directly assigned only to providers that can show they will take the necessary steps to ensure calls from the PSTN will or can complete to the telephone numbers assigned the provider’s end-users. This requirement also should apply to “providers of IP-Enhanced Services.”  FoN also recommends that all of the numbering-related obligations, namely those required of “carriers,” also become the obligation of other classes of providers that are eligible for the direct assignment of numbering resources, including providers of IP-Enhanced Services. 
FoN based these above recommendations on the following:
1. The underlying principal that calls to NANP telephone numbers from the PSTN are expected to be completed; 
2. That NANP telephone numbers should be assignable to all providers, including VoIP providers, only if they will employ NANP numbers in a manner that promotes communication with the PSTN and not (solely or primarily) for private uses and/or purposes;
3. That all providers should have access to numbering resources in a fair and equitable manner, irrespective of industry segment or group, or technology;
4. With respect to item 3 above: All providers should share and bear the same “numbering-related” responsibilities, including the obligations and criteria enumerated below.
For a provider of IP-Enhanced Service Provider to obtain numbering resources directly from the NANPA and/or the PA (for use in deploying IP-enabled services, including Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) services), the IP Service Provider (IPSP) must offer services on a “commercial basis” to residential and business customers and the provider, upon application for such NANP resources, must show reasonable proof in order to be assigned NANP resources, that calls from the PSTN will be able to complete to those NANP numbers on or about the activation date.  

Therefore, the FoN makes the following recommendation as “the criteria and conditions” to which a provider, including providers of IP-Enhanced Service, must commit to for it to be eligible to be directly assigned NANP numbering resources: 

Providers requesting numbering resources shall:

1. Take the necessary steps to ensure calls from the PSTN can complete to the telephone numbers assigned the provider’s end-users on or about the activation date
2. Show reasonable proof in order to be assigned NANP resources that calls from the PSTN will be able to complete to the assigned NANP resources
3. Be responsible to comply with ATIS Industry Guidelines enumerated in the INC COCAG or the TBPAG documents (except as and when amended by the FCC) to obtain number resources
4. Establish at least one POI in one-rate-center-in-the-LATA to which traffic associated with numbering resources allocated in that LATA may be exchanged among service providers
5. 
Support service provider local number portability (LNP) as specified in NANC and Industry Guidelines governing this process, including the industry-agreed-to port-in and port-out processes
6. Pre-register with the state regulatory agency - corresponding to the jurisdiction associated with the rate center to which the numbering resources are assigned - to provide initial and updated contact information
7. Comply with all FCC Numbering Resource Optimization (NRO) measures and directives, as well as those principles, processes and procedures related to number administration, reporting, e.g., NRUF 
8. 
Support related number management “institutions” 
by contributing “fair-share” contributions established by the FCC regarding NBANC (which pays for number administration), and NPAC (which pays for the infrastructure shared by service providers critical to LNP)
9. Provide appropriate “emergency services” capabilities as required under FCC Rules and Regulations, e.g., E911.
10. 
11. 
It is recommended that the FCC clarify whether VoIP providers applying for numbering resources need to be certificated by the FCC and/or a state commission in order to be considered “authorized” to provide service in the area for which the numbering resources are requested.

Finally, the recommendations contained within this section of the document, should they be adopted, will require existing numbering guidelines and application forms to be modified by the appropriate technical committees to reflect the appropriate changes.  It is therefore recommended that the INC be sent a copy of the NANC’s VoIP Report for consideration if this or any part of this recommendation is adopted. At that time, explicit direction to the INC and other appropriate industry committees is strongly recommended.
It is worthy to note the FoN only briefly discussed methods for IP interconnectivity with the PSTN and that acceptable forms of proof other than those contained within existing INC Guidelines regarding VoIP connectivity may need to be identified by the appropriate industry technical groups for inclusion in INC guidelines. It is important that any “readiness test,” when applied by a number administrator, not be subjective, but a factual measurement to ensure the all appropriate forms of “proof of interconnectivity” are recognized by the administrator so that each provider will have fair and equitable access to numbering resources.
As a result, in addition to the appropriate guideline changes reflecting the above criteria, the FoN recommends no change to the FCC Rules beyond the following (shown below in bold):

§52.9 General requirements.

(a) To ensure that telecommunications numbers are made available on an equitable basis, the administration of telecommunications numbers shall, in addition to the specific requirements set forth in this subpart:

(1) Facilitate entry into the telecommunications marketplace by making telecommunications numbering resources available on an efficient, timely basis to telecommunications carriers;

(2) Not unduly favor or disfavor any particular telecommunications industry segment or group of telecommunications consumers; and

(3) Not unduly favor one telecommunications technology over another.

(b) If the Commission delegates any telecommunications numbering administration functions to any State or other entity pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 251(e)(1), such State or entity shall perform these functions in a manner consistent with this part.
(c) To ensure telecommunication numbers allocated effectively and assigned efficiently to promote communications with the PSTN, the administration of telecommunications numbers shall, in addition to the specific requirements set forth in this subpart:
(1) Directly assign telecommunications numbers to providers that offer commercially available business or residential telecommunications service requiring connectivity with the PSTN.
�Ann suggested “PARTICIPATE” in  POOLING as well.


�Anna suggested PARTICPATE in support mechanisms


�Bill suggested NUMBER ADMINISTRATION costs be included specifically and relook at rules related to COST ALLOCATIONS for VoIP Providers
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