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ABSTRACT:  This contribution is to help identify changes that may be needed in the event of assignment of numbering resources for VoIP providers.
NOTICE:

This document is offered to the NANC Future of Numbering Working Group as a basis for discussion. Neither the author nor Qwest makes any representation or warranty, express or implied, with respect to the sufficiency, accuracy or utility of the information or opinion contained or reflected in the material utilized.  The author and Qwest further expressly advises that any use of or reliance upon the material in question is at your risk and neither the author nor Qwest shall be liable for any damage or injury, of  whatever nature, incurred by any person arising out of any utilization of the material.

***********************************************************************

A report on modifications to the Part 1 and Part 1A per items 14 and 15 of Appendix A, the comparison chart in the draft document “VoIP Service Providers’ Access Requirements for NANP Resource Assignments”, Future of Numbering report to NANC.
Summary:

It is proposed that modifications to both the COCAG part 1 and TBPAG part 1A  be made for the items 1.4 a) and 1.5 to now include and recognize VoIP service providers who use these request forms used for obtaining numbering resources directly form the North American Numbering Plan Administrator or the national Pooling Administrator.

Assumptions and review

The following is offered in response to the FCC’s request of the NANC to review the existing rules and guidelines to identify any areas that may need to be changed for VoIP providers requesting numbering resources directly from the Pooling Administrator or the NANPA.  The review evaluated if there are any modifications necessary on the forms or in the content of those forms for the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines (COCAG) and its Part 1 and the Thousands Block Pooling Administration Guidelines (TBPAG) and its Part 1A and the associated guidelines.  This review is subject to any additional input or changes that may be identified by the Industry Numbering Committee who is responsible for these documents and their contents.  Finally, the changes below are based on the FCC’s waiver granting SBCIC exemption from 47 CFR 52.15(g)(2)(i) in order FCC 05-20.

Basic Assumptions: 

· A VoIP provider will be responsible to comply with the guidelines currently listed in the COCAG or the TBPAG except as amended by the FCC.  

· The VoIP provider is considered a “service provider” for purposes of this review.  

· It is assumed for purposes of this evaluation that VoIP providers will also be in compliance with all existing Number Portability requirements established by the FCC and pursuant to the appropriate LNP guidelines and standards as developed and adopted by the industry for all other carriers who utilize PSTN numbering resources.

· This review does not identify any other potential changes to the INC documents/guidelines other than for the Parts 1 and 1A.  

· For this evaluation it is assumed that VoIP providers will provide the remaining necessary information required by the forms such as switch identification, tandem homing identification, LERG data and other specific informational items that are identified in the Part 1 or Part 1A in order to use numbering resources.

TBPAG Part 1A Modifications:

1.  Modification to form Part 1A, section 1.4, paragraph a) of the application document itself (and in any notation made in any supporting document or training aid) should be changed to identify the VoIP provider as a type of service provider.

Proposed language in red could resolve the matter as follows:

Part 1A

1.4 Type of company/entity requesting the code:

a). _______________  (LEC, IC, CMRS, VoIP, Other)

2.  The other possible modification will need to be made in section 1.5.  Currently it reads:

1.5 Type of Request (initial, growth, etc.):____________________________________

If an initial code, attach (1) evidence of certification and (2) proof of ability to place code in service within 60 days.  If a growth code, attach months to exhaust worksheet.  

One solution would be to change “(1) evidence of certification” to read “evidence of certification, registration, or a waiver from the appropriate regulatory body”.  This solution is supported by the FCC waiver granted to SBCIS in order FCC 05-20 and the recommendation of the FoN WG’s report, VoIP Service Providers’ Access Requirements for NANP Resource Assignments, to the NANC.

Proposed language could read:

1.5  Type of Request (initial, growth, etc.):____________________________________

If an initial code, (1) evidence of certification, registration, or a waiver from the appropriate regulatory body; and (2) attach proof of ability to place code in service within 60 days.  If a growth code, attach months to exhaust worksheet.  

No additional changes are needed for the Part 1A form or its contents as identified in the TBPAG that was effective on June 8, 2005.

Recommended COCAG Modifications:

The exact same modifications will need to be made to Part 1, section 1.4, paragraph a) and section 1.5 of the COCAG application form/document  in the Part 1 form for the same reasons as those noted in the TBPAG.  Note that these changes may require modifications to job aids or other tools or guides used by the industry.

Other than as noted above, no other changes were recognized as being needed at this time for the COCAG Part 1 form or its contents as identified in the COCAG that was effective on June 8, 2005.  

