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ABSTRACT:  T-Mobile supports Change Orders 399 and 400 as an “option” to provide portability corrected address resolution for MMS, ENUM, VoIP and other future third generation mobile services.  

NOTICE:

This document is offered to the NANC Future of Numbering Working Group as a basis for discussion and is not a binding proposal T-Mobile.  T-Mobile specifically reserves the right to amend or withdraw the statements contained herein.

POSITION

T-Mobile supports inclusion of Change Orders 399 and 400 in NPAC Release 3.3 for two reasons.  First, to have more options available for address resolution of Third Generation mobile services, including Multi-Media Services (MMS) and Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) services.  Second, to have this capability available in a timely manner at no expense to the industry or any carrier, if not utilized, i.e. NeuStar is assuming all the risk and cost of providing this capability.  This position is based upon the understanding that, if this capability is implemented in the NPAC, the SPID and URI data would be available to any carrier or vendor on a non-discriminatory basis to provision number portability, ENUM, SIP or VoIP services.

POLICY PERSPECTIVE

The GSM Association (GSMA) and GSM North America (GSMNA) regional interest group are working on private Operator ENUM address resolution recommendations for MMS and Internet Protocol Multi-Media System (IMS) guidelines.  The GSMA International Roaming Expert Group’s ENUM Ad Hoc and GSMNA Addressing Task Force have developed recommendations for private Operator ENUM solutions that would provide portability corrected address resolution for MMS and IMS-based services.  Portability correction is necessary for accurate delivery of MMS and IMS services to international roamers.  This is a problem that exists today for MMS and needs a solution.  As part of the GSM NA work effort, NeuStar proposed provisioning URIs in the NPAC.  Several carriers and vendors participate in these committees, and there were no other contributions or objections to the NeuStar contribution.  T-Mobile supported the contribution as a possible “option” for provisioning URIs for private Operator ENUM.  

Currently, it is uncertain exactly how private Operator ENUM, as recommended by the GSM NA based upon IETF and 3GPP standards, or Public ENUM or Public Carrier ENUM, based upon the CC1 ENUM LLC Technical Advisory Group, will evolve.  Nonetheless, the more options available for address resolution, the more likely there will be efficient and accurate delivery of services.

EDITS

Hence, T-Mobile disagrees with the statement in Section 5. Future of Numbering Impacts:

By adding carrier URI data to the NPAC for use by carriers via LNP systems and architectures, the NANC would be reaching a conclusion on NPAC as the solution to this important issue outside of the FCC IP proceeding.  

No NANC conclusions are being drawn by providing a URI provisioning “option” that may or may not be activated, and that if activated, should be available to all carriers and vendors on a non-discriminatory basis.  Certainly, if this option is now excluded, SPID and URI data may not be available in a timely and uniform manner.

Because of the GSMNA private Operator ENUM recommendations and the fact that T-Mobile is currently evaluating other options, i.e. network infrastructure and provisioning alternatives to properly route MMS and SIP based services, the following statements in Sections 5 and 6 are false:

In addition, by adopting changes in support of this issue to a system that is designed to support porting, it does not permit design of a system specifically meant to support carrier to carrier IP routing losing any benefits that could be gained there and incorporating any issues that are associated with using the LNP systems.   

Inclusion of the URIs in NPAC put them into a single regulated solution that all SPs are required for other regulated purposes and potentially eliminating a currently competitive marketplace in a venue that is not attended by all effected parties.  

RECOMMENDATION

Thus, from a policy perspective, T-Mobile supports having more options and Change Orders 399 and 400.  To date, no policy and regulatory issues have been identified that would justify changing the NANC LNPAWG Change Order management process.

