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NANP 2001 Exhaust Projection Assumptions

The following is a list of assumptions used in the development of the 2001 NANP exhaust projection prepared by NANPA.  This study attempts to reflect the impact of the FCC’s pooling requirement as specified in Number Resource Optimization Order (CC Docket No. 99-200), released March 31, 2000, which orders number pooling to be implemented in the top 100 MSAs.
  This study also attempts to show the impact of the implementation of utilization thresholds for growth resources, which became effective May 8, 2001. 

1. The NANP exhaust study uses as its basis the CO code demand, which includes carrier forecasts, historical CO code assignments and other NPA-specific information, calculated for each respective NPA.  The monthly CO code demand as calculated in the NPA exhaust analysis is straight-lined to determine demand outside the five-year time frame included in NRUF submissions.

2. For NPAs in rationing, a “non-rationed” demand was developed.  This demand is applied in the rationed NPA beginning 4/1/01.  Although the NPA may be in rationing for several months beyond 4/1/01, by applying the “non-rationed” demand on 4/1/01, any pent-up demand that typically occurs once an NPA comes out of rationing is accounted for in the projection. 
3. 
4. It is assumed that thousand block number pooling will only be implemented in those NPAs which have 50 % or more of their rate areas located in the top 100 MSAs.  Further, the study included those NPAs where pooling has been implemented or is scheduled for implementation, regardless of whether or not the NPA was in one of the top 100 MSAs.
  This study will not include pooling within NPAs that are not located in top 100 MSAs, but will be included in subsequent exhaust studies as information on pooling implementation beyond the top 100 MSAs becomes available.

5. The study uses 4/1/2002 as a date by which the impact of national pooling will be felt in the CO code assignment rate for all pooling NPAs.  The specific date for when pooling will begin for these individual NPAs is unknown
.  Beginning 4/1/2002, the top 21 NPAs in terms of the highest CO code demand per month are identified and the baseline percent reduction applied.  The next highest 21 NPAs reflect a pooling implementation date of 7/1/2002.  This process continues until all appropriate NPAs were addressed. 
6. The study reflects a reduction in the range of 50% to 80% in the quantity of CO codes assigned in each NPA with 25 or more rate areas in the top 100 MSAs.  It also reflects a 30% to 60% reduction for NPAs with 24 or less rate areas, starting 4/1/2002.  Subsequent NANP exhaust projections will incorporate the actual pooling rollout schedule when it is available.  For identified NPAs, NANPA determined the total number of rate centers in the NPA and applied the assumed percent reduction in CO code demand.

7. CMRS carriers will begin pooling in November 24, 2002.  It is assumed that CMRS providers will implement pooling in those NPAs identified in Assumption 3 by 1/1/2003.  Therefore, the study reflects an additional 15% reduction in the number of CO codes assigned in each pooling NPA starting 1/1/2003.  This reduction will be applied after the appropriate reduction for wireline pooling.

8. Effective May 8, 2001, the federally mandated utilization threshold in effect at the time of the study was implemented for all NPAs.
  To account for this impact on short-term code demand, the study reflects a XX% reduction in the number of CO codes assigned in each NPA starting 4/1/01.
9. Pooling is implemented in all rate centers in a pooling NPA.  

10. A new NPA code will be required when the number of assigned and unavailable CO codes reaches 800 NXXs.  

11. It is assumed that each new NPA will require the same number of unassignable codes as the current NPA has.  It appears that most of the unassignable codes in the existing NPA are duplicated in the new NPA.  There are also times when additional codes in the new NPA are marked unassignable. 

12. No assumptions were made with regard to the relief method implemented (i.e., NPA split vs. overlay).  However, it was assumed that the selected relief method did not require the duplication of NXX codes.

13. The CO code demand for an exhausting NPA will be continued after relief.  By doing so, the demand for both the existing and new NPA codes will be taken into account.

14. The total quantity of available NPA codes at the time of exhaust will be 690 NPAs.  This figure is derived as follows: 800 NPAs less NPAs reserved for NANP expansion (80), N11 codes (8), 555 and 950 NPAs (2), toll-free NPAs (8) and non-geographic NPAs (12). 

15. To account for the variability of demand, a sensitivity analysis will be performed to the CO code demand in the pooling NPAs (i.e., demand will be increased and decreased by increments of 10%) to understand the impact on NANP exhaust. 

Input provided Michele D. Enzweiler, YOUNGideas Telecommunications Consulting

"The FCC has requested comment on whether CMRS service providers subject to WNP should implement number pooling simultaneously with WNP, currently scheduled for 11/24/02.  For purposes of this study, it is assumed that CMRS providers will implement pooling in those NPAs identified in Assumption 3 by 1/1/2003.  The study incorporates a X% reduction in the number of CO codes assigned in each pooling NPA times the percentage of rate centers in which CMRS providers typically take codes.*  This reduction will be applied after the reduction for wireline pooling is calculated and will be based on actual carrier and pooling administrator data.  In deriving the % reduction due to 

CMRS pooling participation, it is critical that like time periods be compared in order to adequately address the dramatic impacts of CMRS seasonality on code demand."

*to compute this percentage, the number of rate centers in which the top 5 CMRS providers request numbering resources are divided by the total number of rate centers in the NPA.
� At the time of this study, the National Pool Administrator had not been selected and therefore a national rollout schedule of pooling by NPA had not been developed.


� Using April 1, 2000 as a benchmark, the following NPAs were included in the study since they either have implemented mandatory pooling or are scheduled to implement mandatory pooling: 203, 207, 310, 312, 315, 347, 402, 408, 415, 484, 512, 516, 518, 561, 603, 630, 646, 708, 714, 716, 773, 801, 818,  845, 847, 860, 904, 909, 914 and , 954. 


� Subsequent NANP exhaust projections will incorporate the actual pooling roll-out schedule when it is available.


�  Per the FCC 2nd NRO Order, states already using utilization thresholds that exceed the FCC established utilization threshold of 60% are allowed to continue with their higher threshold (up to 75%).
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