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ABSTRACT:  The Future of Numbering Working Group of the NANC is considering the impact of social networking Internet websites (MySpace, MSN Groups, Facebook, etc.) and alternative communications services (Skype, YouTube, etc.) on E.164 telephone numbering resources.  Considerations such as telephone number consumption, end user identity and alternative electronic addressing that could functionally compete with conventional telephone numbers are areas of impact for the FoN WG to study.  The scope of these new Internet Protocol based services might have implications on the future of telephone number usage not only in North America but also worldwide.  The attached references report the rate of growth in these emerging communications and media platforms.  
Item 1:

Investor’s Business Daily

 article dated 9/21/2006

“Internet & Technology-Dollars Gather At Social Networking”

By Brian Deagon

http://www.investors.com/editorial/IBDArticles.asp?artsec=17&issue=20060921&view=1 

article summary:

Unique visitors in August, 2006 totaled 49.1 million for MySpace and 34.0 million for YouTube.  Other social networking site visitor statistics are reported in this article.
Item 2:

Nielsen/NetRatings, May 2006

http://www.nielsen-netratings.com/pr/pr_060511.pdf#search=%22social%20network%20site%20nielsen%22
article summary:

This article announced that April, 2006 unduplicated unique audience figures for the top ten social networking sites grew from 46.8 million in the prior year to 68.8 million or an increase of 47 percent year over year.  Social networking sites reached 45 percent of active Web users. 
Item 3:

Forbes.com 

Article dated 08-11-06, 3:00 PM ET

“Skype Outruns MySpace”

by Natalie Pace
http://www.forbes.com/columnists/2006/08/11/skype-myspace-free-internet-cx_np_0814skype.html 

article summary:

As of early August, 2006 Skype reported 113 million users worldwide while MySpace reported 100 million registered users.
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