Local Number Portability Administration Working Group

Co-Chairs:
Paula Jordan – T-Mobile

Gary Sacra – Verizon

Number of Participants

The LNPAWG Distribution List has approximately 250 members.  Actual participants that attend the meeting in person or on the conference bridge are approximately 40 - 45 per meeting.
Mission Statement:
The Local Number Portability Administration Working Group (LNPAWG) is the body that makes the decisions and recommendations that form the basis of the regulatory orders issued by the FCC pertaining to LNP.  The LNPAWG is also responsible for the business functionality of the national LNP system and how Service Providers inter-operate with it.  Therefore, the activity of the LNPAWG has a direct bearing on the processes and systems that each Service Provider uses to participate in LNP.

Oversight and Area of Responsibilities:
The LNPAWG was given the charter by the North American Numbering Council (NANC) for implementing Local Number Portability (LNP) on a national level.  The LNPAWG is responsible for developing and maintaining the process that is followed by all Service Providers who participate in LNP.  The LNPAWG is also responsible for defining the requirements for the national Number Portability Administration Center (NPAC) Service Management System (SMS) and how it interfaces with each Service Provider's local LNP systems to enable LNP. 

Information Sharing Functions:
The LNPAWG corresponds with various ATIS Groups (INC, NIIF, OBF, PTSC, etc.) to assist in the resolution of issues dealing with LNP and the NPAC.  The LNPAWG issues and receives formal liaisons to and from these industry groups in order to address and resolve industry LNP-related issues.  The LNPAWG also presents a status report on its current activities at each NANC meeting.  In addition, the LNPAWG provides technical guidance on NPAC and LNP-related activities to the North American Portability Management LLC (NAPM LLC), which manages the contract with the NPAC vendor.
Issue Resolution Function:
LNP-related issues are submitted by the industry to the LNPAWG by completing a Problems/Issues Management (PIM) form.  The submitter describes the issue, its frequency of occurrence, and a suggested resolution.  Once presented at the LNPAWG by the submitter, the group determines if the issue will be accepted for further work.  If accepted, the LNPAWG then determines if it is appropriate for the issue to be worked by another industry group.  If so, then a formal liaison is sent to the appropriate industry group requesting that they accept the issue.  The LNPAWG then tracks the progress of the issue by that group.  If the issue is not referred to another industry group, it will be worked within the LNPAWG until resolved.
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