METHODS TO EXTEND THE LIFE OF THE NANP/NPA’s


METHOD


EFFECT
REQUIREMENT

Ten

Digit

Dialing

· Prerequisite to D digit release

· Prerequisite to NANP expansion plan approved by INC 

· Makes available additional NXXs by eliminating protected codes

· 
· Provides a uniform dialing plan in the NANP
· 
· Negative public perception

· Carrier work associated with change to network

· Public education necessary to prepare customer 
· Toll indicator in addition to 10D required in may states 

Retroactive

Overlay
· Boundary change creating an overlap of 2 or more existing NPAs
· Allows  for the reclamation of unused NXX’s in previously assigned NPA’s
· ( All Services overlays increase utilization and assignability of NXXs within NPA
· 
· 
· 

· 
· Requires mandatory 10 digit dialing

· Impacts customer education

· Has potential 911 impacts

· Has potential impacts on carriers networks

Transitional

Overlay


· Retain 7 digit dialing for limited, specified period of time

· Extended transition to 10 digit dialing

· Immediately makes NXXs available to Wireless Carriers only

· All Services overlays increase utilization and assignability of NXXs within NPA
· Establishment of future mandatory 10 digit dialing date

· Only LNP providers have access to numbers from old NPA

· Once numbers from transitional overlay are required to meet the demand of a LNP provider or the pool, the overlay becomes a general services overlay

Rate Center Consolidation


· Reduces need for NXX assignments 

· Reduces stranded NXXs

· Limited potential for future use without customer rate adjustments

· Allows potential for the reclamation of unused NXXs

· MTE and utilization requirements minimizes RCC application for some providers
· Potential customer billing changes

· Revenue impacts to LEC and IXC providers

· Needs to have specific conditions met (i.e., match calling scope, revenue neutral to participating carriers)

· Potential 911 impacts

METHOD


EFFECT
REQUIREMENT

Thousands Block Pooling
· Assigns numbers in 1,000 blocks as opposed to NXXs

· Reduces stranded numbers within rate areas
· National PA 

· NPAC/LSMS/SCP changes

· LEC support system changes

Transparent Numbers


· Eliminates rate center porting and TN assignment limitation

· Removes TN rating intelligence from dialed number

· Removes rate center restriction and creates ability to use TNs throughout entire NPA
· NPAC/LSMS/SOA/SCP

· Changes required to IXC and LEC signaling protocol and billing systems LEC support system changes

· Customer education required.  Possible confusion regarding local vs. toll

· Possible vendor changes required

Service

Specific

Overlays
· Provides NPAs to specific products, services, or technologies

· Will strand NXX assignments between traditional NPAs and service specific NPAs

· Accelerate NANP exhaust

· Impacts life of the NANP
· Changes required to IXC and LEC systems

· 10 digit dialing required

· No ‘Take back” of existing wireless NXX’s 

· Customer education

· Service specific overlay “dies” once pooling is required in TSO



Unassigned 

Number Porting

(UNP)


· Limited numbering resources assigned to one service provider can be transferred to another service provider.

· Reduces stranded numbers


· Access limited to service providers existing number inventory

· LEC operational support system changes 

· NPAC changes

· Cost recovery



NPA Relief:

Split

Rate Center Boundaries
· Assigns new NPA in order to provide carrier access to additional NXXs

· Creates imbalanced NPA lives


· Mandatory to remove protected NXXs in NPA

· LEC/ILEC operational support system changes 

· Public education necessary to prepare “customer” network

· Duplication of codes required in split rate centers OR some customers are required to change their 10D number.

METHOD


EFFECT
REQUIREMENT

D Digit

Release


· Provides up to 200 more NXXs per NPA

· Provides up to 2 million TNs per NPA


· Mandatory 10 digit dialing

· Agreement among all NANP nations

· Changes to Carrier networks

· Vendor development to upgrade switches/OSS’s

Individual Telephone Number

(ITN) 

Pooling


· Assigns individual telephone numbers based on customer demand.

· Reduces inventory of stranded TNs within rate areas

· Extends NPA  
· PA & NPAC changes necessary

· LEC/ILEC support system changes

· Cost recovery



Charging

For

Telephone

Numbers
· Economic number administration

· Monetary impact to end user 

· Unknown if impacts life of the NANP
· Requires resolution of number ownership issues, i.e. when TN ports, customer nonpayment

· Requires change to LEC TN provisioning processes 
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