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North American Numbering Council

c/o Columbia Institute for Tele-Information

Columbia Business School

1A Uris Hall

3022 Broadway

New York, NY 10027-6902

March 25, 2004

Mr. William Maher 

Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau

Federal Communications Commission

445 Twelfth Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Contamination Threshold Evaluation

Dear Mr. Maher:

On August 11, 2003, the FCC asked the North American Numbering Council (NANC) to “evaluate the extent to which increasing the contamination threshold made additional numbering resources available in the 310 and 909 area codes.”  At its September 25, 2003 meeting, NANC formed an Issues Management Group (IMG) to perform the requested evaluation. The purpose of this letter is to transmit to the Commission the IMG’s final report which was approved by NANC at its March 16, 2004 meeting.

The IMG examined all the so-called “hyper-contaminated” number blocks (those with contamination between 10 percent and 25 percent) returned in a recent five month period.  The IMG concluded that the addition of 114 hyper-contaminated blocks extended the life of the 310 area code by approximately two (2) to three and one-half (3 ½) months and that of the 909 area code by approximately less than one (1) month to one and one-half (1 ½) months. 

You should note that the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) will be preparing a separate report on the subject and that the CPUC's participation in this IMG should not be construed as an expression of the CPUC’s position on the effectiveness of using hyper-contaminated blocks to extend the life of an NPA. 

NANC also recommends that the FCC should analyze the relative benefits of employing the donation of hyper-contaminated blocks in delaying area code exhaust with the impacts upon service providers, industry infrastructure and consumers as identified in the IMG’s report.

Finally, I should note that the IMG’s report is the result of a tremendous effort: 12 conference call meetings, the analysis of considerable volumes of data, the exchange of scores of e-mails and drafting and editing numerous drafts of the report.  The conference calls alone consumed more than 200 person-hours by industry experts and the total effort invested in the report is probably in excess of 1,000 person-hours. I expressed NANC’s appreciation of this substantial effort to the IMG.
Sincerely,

/Signed/

Robert C. Atkinson

Chairman

cc:
NANC Members (w/out attachment)

        
Carol E. Mattey – FCC

            Eric Einhorn - FCC


Cheryl Callahan - FCC


Sanford Williams - FCC


Deborah Blue – FCC

